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This is an interview conducted with Sylvia Drew Ivie, Dr. Charles R. Drew’s Daughter, on November 18, 
2016, who is presently part of the Executive Management Team and serves as Special Assistant to the 
President for Community Relations.  

1. Can you describe your family life? Childhood? Dr. Charles R Drew? 

Dr. Charles R. Drew was always seen as a community resource wherever he resided. In my youth, the 
medical hospital was across the street from our house on the Howard University campus. People from 
all walks of life would come to Dr. Charles R. Drew for medical attention and help. 

My father loved spending time with us, his children. In fact, at Rock Creek Park he would play with the 
children by pretending that we were stranded and the car would get fl ooded. As children, we enjoyed 
pretending that it would happen, of course after the fi rst time we fi gured out that he was just playing.   
He took lots of pictures and taught the kids how to swim.

Although he was very busy as Chief of Administration at Freedman’s Hospital, Professor of Medicine at 
medical school, and Head of the hospitals’ surgery department, he always made time for his family. I 
will always remember him as a warm loving father.

My parents had four children, all named for him as we were supposed to be boys.

The eldest child was Bebe (female), because he was working on the blood bank at the time. The second 
child was named Charlene: the female of Charles. My father was a bit disappointed that I wasn’t a boy 
that I wasn’t named immediately. At 2:00am in the morning, he told my mother, “If I can’t have one 
of the gods, let’s name her a mother of the gods Rhea Silvia”. This is how I received my name. And my 

father fi nally received the son he wanted with his fourth child names Charles Drew Jr.  

 

Happy Holidays!

Welcome to the November newsletter.  

In this issue, we highlight our rich 
history through the legacy of Dr. 
Sylvia Drew Ivie; we celebrate our 
diversity through International 
Student activities; and we look  
towards our collective future through 
global engagement opportunities, 
present program appreciation events, 
and past accomplishments. 

Wishing the Mighty Lion Family a 
wonderful holiday season!

-Jinny Oh, Ed.D.

Dean of Student Aff airs

Sylvia Drew Ivie, JD. 
Special Assistant to the President for Community Relations    



2. What is your educational background?

I attended a segregated elementary 
school, meaning I was able to receive the 
best education possible as they would 
not employ African-American teachers 
anywhere else except in African-American 
schools. As a result I was educated by 
the best teachers.  Teachers who showed 
a personal interest in the lives of their 
students. I remember having a need 
for corrective lenses, so my 6th grade 
teacher, Ms. Turley, would note on every 
report card “Have you had Sylvia’s eyes 
checked?”; that type of persistent interest 
was instrumental in my growth. 

At the age of thirteen, my mother 
allowed me to attend a Quaker Boarding 
School in Poughkeepsie, NY. The Quakers 
have always been progressive in their 
thinking and efforts to integrate – racially, 
ethnically and economically. As a result, 
I was exposed to both progressive 
thinking and the Quaker spiritual beliefs 
which are very much tied to social 
service. I attended Vassar College for my 
undergraduate education as a history 
major then switched to political science 
as it was closer to my advocacy during my 

education during my fourth year. I was accepted 
into Harvard Law School and Howard University 
but decided to pursue my Juris Doctor at 
Howard. I was always so happy that I attended 
Howard because the “CDU Advantage” is what I 
experienced at Howard University; it was a very 
nurturing and welcoming environment.

3. What do you do at Charles R. Drew
University? Position? Goals and Objectives?

I am the Special Assistant to the President 
for Community Relations. Within this role, I 
support Dr. David M. Carlisle and the university 
by extending the institutions reach to the 
community.  In this way, our neighbors and 
associates know us and partner with us. I also 
work to archive our rich history as my goal is to 
capture and tell the story.

4. What kinds of hobbies do you have? Favorite
television show?

I recently finished watching The Goliath Series 
on Amazon TV. The plot is about a once powerful 
lawyer, Billy McBride, who is now a washed 
up ambulance chaser. When McBride agrees 
to pursue a wrongful death lawsuit against a 
company represented by the law firm he assisted 
in creating, a vast and deadly conspiracy comes 
to light. Billy and his team end up in a life-or-
death trial against the ultimate foe, which could 
end up helping Billy find redemption and exact 
revenge on the firm. Although I enjoy television 
dramas, I also enjoy gardening and learning 
about healthy eating. 

5. Any Words of Wisdom for CDU Students?

Make a plan, work the plan.

Photos: Cover-Dr. Drew, Wife and Children, Right Top-
Ebony Issuse featuring article about Dr. Drew; Bottom Right-
Drew as lifeguard with Montague Cobb, and brother Joseph 
Drew; Left Bottom-Painting of Dr. Drew, Bebe Drew Price, 
Mother Nora Drew 
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Masters of Health Science 
Physician Assistant Studies
November 21, 2016
Prof. Katayoun Moini, Program Director

Program Appreciation Day Events

Masters of Science in Nursing 
Family Nurse Practitioner (Cohort 13 &16)
November 7, 2016
Prof. Ma Recanita Jhocson, Program Director

Seeking to increase student engagement, the Department of Student Affairs collaborated with College of Medicine, College of Science 
and Health and the Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing to host several Program Appreciation Day events throughout the Fall 2016 
semester. The heart of these Program Appreciation Day events is to facilitate a meet and greet opportunity for our students to engage 
with Department of Student Affairs team and have an open dialogue. Below are the remaining Program Appreciation Day events.

Masters of Science in Nursing 
Family Nurse Practitioner (Cohort 14 &15)
November 14, 2016
Prof. Ma Recanita Jhocson, Program Director
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There is hardly anything that brings joy to a 
provost’s heart than the success of students and 
faculty.  Whenever students succeed, the University 
succeeds too.  Therefore, please join me in sending 
our heartfelt CONGRATULATIONS to students 
whose names appear on this issue of Provost’s 
Corner.  

In particular, I draw your attention to the success of 
our ELM and FNP students.  These are remarkable 
pass rates from these two programs.  Thanks to the 
faculty, staff, and the students who continue to 
make us proud.  

I seize this opportunity as we conclude the 2016 
calendar year to wish you all Season’s Greetings.  
May 2017 bring higher and better achievements to 
you and our CDU family.  

Steve O. Michael, PhD

EVP for Academic Affairs and Provost

COM Students Receive Patient Care Foundation of 
Los Angeles County Scholarships

The CDU College of Medicine is proud to 
announce that three medical students received 
scholarships from the Patient Care Foundation. 
“The Patient Care Foundation of Los Angeles 
County is specifically designed to improve patient 
access to care and treatment, support students, 
encourage physician service to the community, 
advance health education, and educate and assist 
patients on becoming better informed advocates 
for their healthcare.” The Foundation is dedicated 
to providing funding for those medical students 
who want to practice in underserved areas of 
LA County. The following student were awarded 
scholarships: Yvorn Aswad, Leonel Martinez, and 
Gabriel Mendoza, all of who are second year 
medical students.

Yvorn Aswad

Leonel Martinez

Gabriel Mendoza

COM Student Receives the

 Franklin C. McLean Award

College of Medicine student Richard 
Morgan won the National Medical 
Fellowships’ (NMF) oldest and most 
prestigious Franklin C. McLean Award 
established in 1968 in memory of the 
founder of NMF.

Richard Morgan

SON Degree List

December 2016

Entry Level Masters (ELM)

1. Agu, Darlington

2. Agu, Doris

3. Anosike-Guy, Salome

4. Bitar, Ayah

5. Bowen, Jonathan

6. Cox, Gertrude

7. Danggoec, Hazel

8. Dayrit, Chelsi

9. Ejercito, Jamina

10. Girgis, Kerolls

11. Hankerson, Helaine

12. Haylock, Joi Chanae

13. Johnson, Sophia

14. McClure, Michelle

15. Miller, Lotus

16. Muko, Jeanipher

17. Nguyen, Katarina

18. Nkwuaku, Michael

19. Omeze, Omaka

20. Omole-Turner, Aderonke

21. Oziegbe, Peter

22. Rose, Aubrianne

23. Sia, Alysa-Marie

24. Smeltzer, Jolene

25. Ugoriji, Nwakaego

26. Ung, Christina

27. Valverde, Kassia

28. Williams, Onike

29. Tin, (Grace) Yau

Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP)

1. Altavas, Pierre

2. Balilo, Noel

3. Bulahan, Adele

4. Chong, Jessica

5. Cu, Stephanie

6. Datingaling, Ann

7. Dela Rosa, Lorena

8. Dominguez, Evelyn

9. Enamorado, Martha

10. Gabriel, Marie Bella

11. Gallardo, Gladys

12. Hough, Jennifer

13. Igwe, Chinwendu

14. Labrador, Werwin

15. Mundy, Luisa

16. Newton, Tarnia

17. Obi, Chika

18. Rafanan, Kenn

19. Salas, Jhermie

20. Santoyo, Jesse

21. Thanteraphong, Mikey

22. Tisdale, Phyllis

Post-Masters (PMC)

1. Ajala-Stasts, Cathy

2. Bhimaya, Somaya

3. Crisostomo, Josephine

4. Ezenwa, Kenneth

5. Jackson, Chinyere

6. Jayeoba, Folashade

7. Kehinde, Augustine

8. Nwosu, Onyebuchi

9. Olelewe, Ogbonna

 Provost Corner
Steve O. Michael, PhD.
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MOU Signing Between Compton Unified 
& Charles R. Drew University

Congresswoman Karen Bass visits PA Program

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed November 15, 2016 between Compton 
Unified School District and Charles R. Drew University which will provide students within 
Compton Unified School District preferred admission status to Charles R. Drew University. 
Compton Unified School District plans to develop programs within the STEM framework. 
STEM is acronym that refers to the academic disciplines of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics. This MOU will be instrumental in establishing new partnerships and 
opportunities for both Compton Unified School District students and staff to be exposed to 
the latest information in the STEM field.      

Congressmember Karen Bass is in her fourth 
term representing the 37th Congressional 
District. She is an LA native, who graduated 
from California State University Dominguez 
Hills and the University of Southern California’s 
School of Medicine Physician Assistant Program. 
Congresswoman Bass made history when the 
California Assembly elected her to be the 67th 
Speaker, allowing her to be the first African 
American woman in U.S. history to serve in this 
position.  Bass visisted the CDU PA program 
Thursday November 3, 2016.  The PA program 
suprised Congresswoman Bass with a flash mob 
dance and song.      
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Wilhelm Conrad Roentgen Discovery of X-ray Beams

Wilhelm Roentgen discovered X-rays on November 8, 1895 
while passing high voltage electricity through a  vacuumed 
glass tube, he observed that certain rays were emitted 
during the passing of the current through discharge tube. His 
experiment that involved working in a totally dark room with 
a well-covered discharge tube resulted in the emission of rays 
which illuminated a barium platinocyanide covered screen. 
The screen became fl uorescent even though it was placed in 
the path of the rays, two meters away from discharge tube.

He continued his experiments using photographic plates to 
capture the image of various objects of random thickness 
placed in the path of the rays. He generated the very fi rst 
“roentgenogram” by developing the image of his wife’s hand 
and analyzed the variable transparency as showed by her 
bones, fl esh and her wedding ring. Based on his subsequent 
research and experiments, he declared that X-ray beams are 
produced by the impact of cathode rays on material objects.

His discovery revolutionized the entire medical profession and 
set foundation for diagnostic radiology. In 1901, Roentgen 
received the fi rst ever Nobel Prize in Physics. This was a true 
acknowledgement of his remarkable discovery which was 
going to be highly benefi cial for mankind in the coming years.

Wilhelm Roentgen died on February 10, 1923 in Munich at the 
age of 77. 

Annually, in celebration of National Radiologic Technology 
Week, CDU Rad Tech senior students display their Medical 
Imaging poster projects in the COSH lobby from November 
7th to 12th. The Rad Tech Program had a view box display with 
diff erent x-ray images and a question sheet to guess “Name 
the body part/pathology”.  

Calling all Mighty Lions, Your Suggestions are Welcome!
Check your CDU Email and take the CDU Cafe Survey during the 

Month of December
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CDU Cultural Diversity Day

On November 14, 2016, the Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing, Family 
Nurse Practitioner Cohort 14 Class hosted several cultural presentations 
as part of NUR 642-Understanding Race/Ethnicity and Cultural Diversity 
in Health and Illness course. Presentations consisted of off ereings from 
the Philippines, Mexico, Cuba and Vietnam. The festivites included various 
visual, performing and culinary arts off ereings along with meaningful 
refl ections and games.
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Let’s keep in touch!

Visit our website for more information
www.cdrewu.edu/students

Editors: Jinny Oh and Dakota McMahand
Special Thanks to Isidra Person-Lynn

Department of Student Aff airs
Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science

phone: (323) 563-4839
email: studentaff airs@cdrewu.edu

 LGBTQ Training
The LGBT community has long been victims of 
discrimination and injustice. Therefore, in on eff ort 
to promote inclusion and forwarding social justice 
for this disenfranchised group, CDU hosted a training 
session on Wednesday, November 16, 2016, which 
focused on providing attendees with LGBT 101 
knowledge and understanding. While CDU hosted 
the event, the Los Angeles LGBT Center conducted 
the training and one of its most seasoned educators, 
Natasha Colin-Ellerin, led the afternoon’s discussion. 
The training provided attendees with a knowledge 
of basic terminology and ascended into a discussion 
on the many diffi  culties faced by members of the 
LGBT community, including how LGBT persons 
navigate their lives in a nation that is still reluctant 
to embrace many expressions, orientations, and 
identifi es. The most popular portion of the training 
involved discussing what has become known 
as the “Genderbread Person.” The Genderbread 
Person is a tool that helps to teach students about 
the diff erences between gender identity, gender 
expression, biological sex, and sexual orientation - all 
very important, unique qualities that each person 
possesses. The Diversity Offi  ce is grateful to the Los 
Angeles LGBT Center for providing this training and 
we look forward to similar events in the future.

International Education 
Week

In honor of International Education Week, the CDU 
HIV Cluster and Urban Health Institute held a 3-part 
discussion series in order to encourage momentum 
for ongoing discussions towards the development 
of international education opportunities for CDU 
students and faculty.  CDU representatives of 
current international projects presented on their 
programs and subsequently facilitated a group 
discussion to explore the potential for future 
student involvement.

Provost Dr. Steve Michael explained in the opening 
ceremony that International Education Week has 
never been observed at CDU.  However this fact will 
change as we, at the University, begin to familiarize 
ourselves with the fantastic work that our faculty 
and staff  are doing.  Second, we have a specifi c 
area in our strategic plan which is an international 
focus. Dr. Michael expounded that he wants to have 
transformational experiences at CDU and this is very 
possible through use of our International programs. 

During the healthy post presentation discussions, 
student inquires ranged from how can I start now, 
to how safe is it for students to go.  Other items 
discussed were cost to students, how various 
academic program schedules can accommodate for 
travel time, and opportunities for course credit.  It 
was quite evident following each presentation and 
ensuing discussion of student opportunities that 
students now felt the long legacy of international 
work by their University and were eager to explore 
ways they can continue in its footsteps. 

SOAR-Student
Opportunities to 
Advance Research
On Wednesday, November 9th, 
2016 the Urban Health Institute 
(UHI) held a Student and Faculty 
Networking Luncheon for the Student 
Opportunities to Advance Research 
(SOAR) program. The mission of the 
UHI is to support and build research 
capacity and research activities 
that maximize CDU’s eff orts to 
substantially improve the health status 
of underserved communities. The UHI 
supports initiatives designed to build 
and enhance team-based student-
training opportunities in minority 
health and health disparities research. 
To this end, the SOAR program was 
designed for team-based CDU student 
research in 5 key research areas: (1) 
Cancer, (2) Cardiometabolic, (3) HIV/
AIDS, (4) Mental Health, and (5) Health 
Policy.  Focusing on addressing health 
disparities to achieve health equity, 
the program is an interdisciplinary 
research training opportunity open 
to currently enrolled CDU students in 
COM, COSH and SON. 

The next SOAR information session will 
take place on January 11th 2017 in the 
Keck Auditorium. You can Find more 
information about SOAR on the UHI 
webpage: https://www.cdrewu.edu/
uhi/SOAR
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